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between Sabzalkot and Chota Ahmedpur, where Masson1 heard
that there was formerly a considerable town, and that "the
wells belonging to it, 360 in number, were still to be seen in
the jangals." Now in this very position, that is about 8 miles
to the north-east of Sabjalkot, the old maps insert a village
named Sirwaki, which may possibly represent the Seorai
of Sindhian history. It is 96 miles in a direct line below
Uchh, and 85 miles above Alor, or very nearly midway
between them. By water the distance from Uchh would be
at least one-third greater, or not less than 120 miles, which
would agree with the statement of Curtius that Alexander
reached the place on the fourth day. It is admitted that
these identifications are not altogether satisfactory ; but they
are perhaps as precise as can now be made, when -we consider
the numerous fluctuations of the Indus, and the repeated
changes of the names of places on its banks. One fact,
preserved by Arrian, is strongly in favour of the indentification
of the old'site near Fazilpur with the town of the Sogdi,
namely, that from this point Alexander dispatched Kraterus2
with the main body of the army, and all the elephants,
through the confines of the Arachoti and Drangi. Now the
most frequented Ghat for the crossing of the Indus tovards
the west, via the Gandava and Bolan Pass, lies ! itween
Fazilpur on the left bank, and Kasmor on the right bank.
And as the ghlts, or points of passage of the rivers, always
determine the roads, I infer that Kraterus must have begun
his long march towards Arachosia and Drahgiana from this
place, which is the most northern position on the Indus
for the departure of a large army to the westward. It seems
probable, however, that Kraterus was detained for some time
by the revolt of Musikanus, as his departure is again mentioned
by Arrian,8 after Alexander's capture of the Brahman city
near Sindomana.
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